
Holy Thursday 
April 17, 2025  ~ 11:00 am & 6:30 pm 

 

 

The Triduum (Three Holy Days) 
             

Today beings the Liturgy of the Triduum -The Three Days- which extends from Holy 
Thursday to the celebration of the resurrection. As the Church gathers to remember the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, we focus not only upon the agony of the cross, but 
especially upon God’s victory through the crucified Christ. Even more, we ‘lift high the 
cross’ as a sign of God’s triumph over sin, death, and the power of the evil. 
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Hymn When You Woke That Thursday Morning LSB 445 

(Stand) 

Invocation 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Exhortation 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

Confessional Address 

P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents us from 

trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive 

the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted 

this blessed meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our 

Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to 

do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of 

those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess 

their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us 

but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. 

Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He 

became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God 

and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 

deserve. 

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the 

faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and 

gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
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for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is 

for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, 

“I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give 

Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of 

sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives 

forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My 

blood to drink.” 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently 

believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in 

him and has eternal life. 

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that 

He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving 

Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, 

according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As 

our Lord on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, 

so we by our words and actions serve one another in love. For we are all 

one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread 

and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with the wine 

of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, 

being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one 

another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.   

C Amen. 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our 

Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
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(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 

Confession of Sins  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Absolution  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but 

God’s? 

C Yes. 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a 

remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred 

mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may 

continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

(Sit) 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34 

 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 

covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, declares the LORD. But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor 

and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 

iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

(6:30 pm) Anthem ‟Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the 

cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 

drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and 

some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But 

when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 

condemned along with the world. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse DS1, LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 22:7–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb 

had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 

Passover for us, that we may eat it.” They said to him, “Where will you have us 

prepare it?” He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man 

carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 

and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest 

room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a 

large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” And they went and found it just 

as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with 

him. And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with 

you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the 

kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 

“Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will 

not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
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saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured 

out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn My Song Is Love Unknown LSB 430 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed (Hymnal – Inside Back Cover) 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell.  

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven  

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

(Following each petition, congregation responds ‟hear our prayer”) 

Presentation of our Offerings to the Lord 

(As our offerings are brought forward, we sing the Hymn of Preparation) 
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Hymn of Preparation:  (Please rise for last stanza) 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

Preface DS1, LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the 

cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the 

serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of 

the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

Sanctus DS1, LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 

for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal – Inside Back Cover) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini DS1, LSB 163 

 

 

Agnus Dei DS1, LSB 163 
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(Sit) 

Distribution 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621, sts. 1–3 

Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436 

(Stand) 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

(6:30 pm) Stripping of the Altar 

Reading: Psalm 22  

Please depart the Church in Silence  

Worship Continues… 

Good Friday: 1:00 PM & 6:30 PM 
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