
Thursday, September 11, 2025 ~ 6:30 pm 

Sunday, September 14, 2025 ~ 8:00 am & 10:30 am  

Holy Cross Day 
We come before this holy cross to sing of Him who bore its weight,   

who stretched His hands out on its beam to guide us through the narrow gate.   
This cross shal l  be our stairway;  we take His hand and cl imb,   

and by a power not our own ascend beyond al l  t ime.  

Oh let us love this holy cross and cl ing to it  through al l  our days,  that when its 
Master comes again He may us from its ashes raise.  In love,  we praise the Father 

and imitate the Son,  and fol low where the Spirit  leads unti l  His kingdom come.  
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We Welcome You in the Name of Jesus 

 With joy we welcome you in the name of Jesus. To those who may be visiting us today, your 

presence here today is a delight to us! 

 For your convenience personal hearing assistance units are available. Large Print Bulletins, 

Newsletters, and Portals of Prayers are also available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 Visitors and members, please complete the information cards found in the pew pocket and 

place them in an offering plate near the entrance to the sanctuary after worship. Thank you. 

Statement on Holy Communion 

 The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here every weekend and on other holy days. At the altar, 

our Lord Jesus Christ delivers His true body and blood to eat and drink. His gift of body and blood, 

given in, with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood 

forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life 

and salvation. All members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this sacred 

gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. Other guests wishing to join our confession 

and receive this Holy Sacrament are asked to meet with a pastor before communing for the first time. 

When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:17-34), come to His 

Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. Those coming 

to the altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their arms over their chest.

 
(8:00 am)  Pre-Service Anthem “Anthem of the Holy Cross” 

(Please stand and face the Processional Cross) 

Hymn Lift High the Cross LSB 837 

Invocation  

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C  Amen. 

Kyrie DS1, LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis DS1, LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you.  C  And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross 

that He might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that 

we who glory in His death for our redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear 

the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  C  Amen. 

(Sit) 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

Psalm Psalm 40:1–11 

P I waited patiently for the LORD; 

 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

C He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 

 out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, 

 making my steps secure. 

P He put a new song in my mouth, 

 a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

 and put their trust in the LORD. 

C Blessed is the man who makes 

 the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, 

 to those who go astray after a lie! 

P You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

 none can compare with you! 

I will proclaim and tell of them, 

 yet they are more than can be told. 

C Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, 

 but you have given me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering 

 you have not required.  

P Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

 in the scroll of the book it is written of me:  
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C I desire to do your will, O my God; 

 your law is within my heart.” 

P I have told the glad news of deliverance 

 in the great congregation; 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, 

 as you know, O LORD.  

C I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

 from the great congregation.  

P As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 

 your mercy from me; 

your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 

 ever preserve me! 

(8:00 am)  Anthem ‟Without His Cross” 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against 

God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” Then 

the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 

people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we 

have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the 

serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 

a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall 

live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, 

he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 

 The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
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Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 

we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 

but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

(Stand) 

Alleluia and Verse DS1, LSB 156 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 12:20–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. And Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will 

my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But 

for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and 

heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 

answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; 

now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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(Sit) 

Hymn Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle LSB 454 

Sermon 

(Stand) 

Nicene Creed (Hymnal – Inside Back Cover) 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven  

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge  

  both the living and the dead,  

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

  and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

(Following each petition, congregation responds ‟hear our prayer”) 
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Presentation of our Offerings to the Lord 

(As our offerings are brought forward, we sing the Offertory) 

Offertory DS1, LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  T 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you.  C  And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.     C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, 

where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 

overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus DS1, LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 

mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute.  We give You thanks 

that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 

ransom for many. As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham 

our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world.  C  Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes.  C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
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dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal – Inside Back Cover) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C  Amen. 

Agnus Dei DS1, LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
(Sit) 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymns 

Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed LSB 560 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee LSB 702 

(Stand) 
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Nunc Dimittis DS1, LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray.  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  C  Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction  

P Let us bless the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

C Amen. 

(Sit) 

Hymn Awake, My Heart, with Gladness LSB 467, sts. 1–3, 6–7 
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