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Opening Prayer

P

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of
Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this
new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning
with desire for life with You, we may be found rightly prepared to share
in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Opening Sentences

P] Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and
the ending, the Alpha and the Omega.
His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and
forever.
By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen.
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the
darkness of our hearts and minds.
Lux Christi
P}  The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
P}  The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
P}  The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Exsultet
(P  Rejoice now, all you heav'nly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation;

sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King.
Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon
you and made brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King; know
that the ancient darkness has been forever banished. Rejoice, O Church
of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all this house of God
ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God's faithful people.
Amen.



Litany

P} O Lord, have mercy.

P} O Christ, have mercy.

P} O Lord, have mercy.

P} Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

hear us.

(P}  Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the
world,

have mercy on us.

P} Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification,

have mercy on us.

P}  Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified
and on the third day rise again,”

have mercy on us.

P}  Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life
and immortality to light,

have mercy on us.

P]  Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women,

have mercy on us.

P}  Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her,

have mercy on us.

(P}  Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and
made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the
bread,

have mercy on us.

P}  Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your
Spirit,

have mercy on us.

P} Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that
he too might believe,

have mercy on us.

P}  Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a
miraculous catch of fish,

have mercy on us.
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Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James
and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road,

have mercy on us.

Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by
baptizing and teaching them,

have mercy on us.

By Your glorious resurrection from the dead,

good Lord, deliver us.

By Your victory over sin and death,

good Lord, deliver us.

By the majesty of Your risen body,

good Lord, deliver us.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, Lord Jesus.

That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the
freedom of Your forgiveness,

grant us, good Lord.

That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things,
serving others as we have been served by You,

grant us, good Lord.

That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the
heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints,

grant us, good Lord.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace.

O Lord, have mercy.

O Christ, have mercy.

O Lord, have mercy. Amen.
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Easter Acclamation
(P) Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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(Please extinguish candles)

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast DS1, LSB 155
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



P] Letus pray. Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, You overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life.
We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity
forever; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
(Sit)
1 SERVICE OF THE WORD *}«
First Reading Acts 10:34-43

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on
the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Colossians 3:1-4
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.
P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse (Stand) DS4, LSB 205
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Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like
dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen
from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see
him. See, | have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said,
"Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and
there they will see me.”

P]  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)



Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today LSB 457
Sermon

Nicene Creed (Stand)
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ‘I of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

(Following each petition, congregation responds “hear our prayer”)
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Presentation of our Offerings to the Lord

(As our offerings are brought forward, we sing the Offertory Hymn)
Offertory Hymn At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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LSB 633, sts. 1, 3-4, 6-8
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ia!
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu - ia!
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ia!
And  Your saints in You shall rise. Al-le - Iu - ia!
7  Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
A 8  Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!
- SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT I«
Preface

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

FRFEE

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
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into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus DS4, LSB 208
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

d

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has
delivered us into new life in Him.

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given
into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we
pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Proclamation of Christ

id

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P] O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal — Inside Back Cover)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
(P}  The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Agnus Dei DS4, LSB 210
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And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Distribution (Sit)
Distribution Hymns
Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won LSB 490
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing LSB 475
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Nunc Dimittis (Stand) DS4, LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the
true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we
may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P
P)

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

Easter Acclamation

P)

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Hymn (Sit) Awake, My Heart, with Gladness LSB 467
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